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was a place of cruel
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the forces of intolerance
fought the rising Civil
Rights Movement."
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News from the Mission

RFK in the Land of Apartheid-A Ripple of Hope

On April 10, Ambassador Donald Gips gave a keynote address to nearly 400 Wits
alumni and invited guests in celebration of the newly released documentary RFK in
the Land of Apartheid-A Ripple of Hope.  The screening, held in the Wits Great
Hall where Robert Kennedy gave his seminal speech in Johannesburg some 45
years earlier, was followed by a lively panel discussion that included a number of
activists featured in the film. 

The documentary chronicles the 1966 trip that Senator Kennedy made during the
heart of the apartheid era, notable for the attention that it brought to the struggle
for human rights in South Africa that mirrored many of the same issues that
Americans were simultaneously grappling with in their own civil rights movement. 
Drawing attention to these shared histories, RFK famously opened his speech in
Cape Town with the following passage, which cleverly made the connection
between our two nations:

 “I come here this evening because of my deep interest and affection for a land
settled by the Dutch in the mid-seventeenth century, then taken over by the
British, and at last independent; a land in which the native inhabitants were at
first subdued, but relations with whom remain a problem to this day; a land which
defined itself on a hostile frontier; a land which has tamed rich natural resources
through the energetic application of modern technology; a land which was once
the importer of slaves, and now must struggle to wipe out the last traces of that
former bondage. I refer, of course, to the United States of America.”

The release and wide distribution of this powerful film will expose many to an important, yet heretofore unknown,
chapter of U.S. and South African history and frame our nations' shared struggle against the racism and bigotry.
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