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When Nelson Mandela was inaugurated as

president of South Africa in 1994, ex-South

African Larry Shore began mulling over the idea

of researching an almost forgotten chapter in

South African history. Shore is a professor in the

Department of Film & Media Studies at Hunter

College in New York. He was the first president

of the South African-American Organization and

the director of the Hunter College/University of

Cape Town Exchange Program.

Shore was still at school when Robert Kennedy

visited South Africa and he remembered the

event vividly. He recognized the connections

between the American Civil Rights movements

and The Anti-Apartheid movement and began a

journey, together with filmmaker Tami Gold, to

create a documentary about Robert Kennedy’s

1966 visit to South Africa in the worst years of

Apartheid.

The documentary is a moving account of how

Robert Kennedy bravely spoke out against

discrimination and segregation at various

universities across the country, visited the people

of Soweto and met with the then President of

the African National Congress, and Nobel Peace
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NO COMMENTS HAVE BEEN RECORDED

Prize winner, Chief Albert Luthuli who was living

under house arrest in the remote rural area of

Groutville. 

When you watch the documentary you realize

the magnitude of the actions of this American

political figure. South Africa was fairly closed off

to the rest of the world at the time and

Kennedy’s arrival is likened to an alien arriving

from out of space. South Africans marveled at his

presence in their isolated environment. Famous

people you read about (there was no television

in 1966) did not just pop over to Johannesburg

the way they do in 2011! 

Kennedy attempted to dispel the idea that all Anti-Apartheid activists were Communists and through

clever use of language, he took a stand about rights, humanity and equality encouraging people to

change their mindsets. He gave extraordinary hope to South Africans who were oppressed and

suffering under Verwoerd’s system and restored some belief that change was possible.

Kennedy’s Ripple of Hope speech became a signature that Kennedy will always be remembered for.

The poetry and bravery of his words are evident; “Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts

to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope,

and crossing each other from a million different centres of energy and daring those ripples build a

current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.”

It would still be another 28 years until the end of Apartheid but the significance of Robert

Kennedy’s visit is now beautifully documented in this film. RFK in the Land of Apartheid: A Ripple of

Hope will be screened on SABC 1 on 19 April 2011. It uses never before seen archival footage and

interviews with journalist Judy Mayet, Chief Luthuli’s daughter Albertina Luthuli, activist and politician

Helen Suzman, then editor of The Star Newspaper Peter Sullivan and Internationally acclaimed

photographer Peter Magubane. 

David Gleason

Thursday Ntokozo Tshabalala

Vicky Friedman

Chris Brewer

Don Albert

Friday Edith Venter

Neels Blom

Digby Ricci

Shelli Nurcombe-Thorne

Saturday Mike Tyler

David Goodman

Bonga Ntshingila

Everyday GALLIMAUFRY

 ADD A COMMENT  

Name 

Surname 

Email Address 

Contact Nr.  

Comment max 250words

 Register me for the newsletter 

 I accept the terms & conditions of the site 

 

http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/DavidGleason/89
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/NtokozoTshabalala/109
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/VickyFriedman/85
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/ChrisBrewer/80
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/DonAlbert/33
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/EdithVenter/111
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/NeelsBlom/100
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/DigbyRicci/90
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/ShelliNurcombe-Thorne/82
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/MikeTyler/101
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/DavidGoodman/98
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/BongaNtshingila/2
http://www.newstime.co.za/columnist/GALLIMAUFRY/92
http://adserver.adtech.de/adlink%7C567%7C2578993%7C0%7C529%7CAdId=6237482;BnId=8;itime=41428407;nodecode=yes;link=http://this.content.served.by.adshuffle.com/p/kl/46/799/r/12/4/8/ru/d3d3Lm5ld3N0aW1lLmNvLnph/1637764683/v/576462383981863949/ac/787862/b/269587/c/421262/click.html



